case of farmers and fishermen, they have a similar sense of belongingness to a community through blood relation and territorial connection. Japanese people, who tend to identify themselves as a member of them, 3 are under strong pressure from its social norms to harmonize. It is difficult to tell how this kind of mind-set affected their behaviors and mental state after the accident. However, through the articles in this Supplemental Issue, we can get a glimpse of that kind of Japanese mentality and its prevailing social norms.
Unfortunately, the behavior of some Japanese people after the accident were not anything that can be praised. For example, it was reported that gas stations in Kanto area refused to pump vehicles from Fukushima Prefecture for fear of radio-contamination. 4 It was also reported that hotels outside Fukushima Prefecture refused to accommodate people from Fukushima. 5 Harmful rumors gave serious mental problems to evacuated children as well. They were reported to be "teased" at school. The statistics summarized by legal affair bureaus across Japan showed that human right abuse reported by the end of 2012 numbered 53. In this statistics, it is not possible to distinguish the cases attributed to the nuclear accident from the others. Even in the past year (2016), serious teasing problems were reported and caused a serious repercussion to the Japanese society. These incidents suggest that the social impact caused by the accident can be more serious and wider in this country.
Nuclear accident can generate fears for people who are not directly affected, and thus develop an invisible wall to separate the people, its related environment, and products. Such fears and exclusions may spread beyond Japan, and have happened among Japan's neighboring countries. One example is farm products and fisheries from Fukushima area, whose safe consumption is still being questioned by Japan's neighboring countries. Whether to allow the import of farm products and fisheries from Fukushima area to Taiwan has been a hotly contested political issue in Taiwan's society and Parliament from 2016 to present day. This is an example showing that without taking adequate measure of evaluation and effective communication, casualties of this accident may have a long-lasting effect across different sectors. That in turn, will be detrimental to the recovery and reconstruction of those areas directly affected by the accident. It is from this lens that we hope readers and researchers in this Supplemental Issue will be able to learn and synthesize how the special event of nuclear accident in a unique context that is Japan, can become relevant to other disasters in different social contexts.
The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident was a tragic event, especially because some of the affected areas were also hit by a catastrophic tsunami. While a disaster like this is unique and rare in history, we appreciate all researchers and authors who dedicated their time, efforts, and ingenuity in conducting the wide range of study on the consequences and lessons from this event. While the suffering of those who were directly affected by this disaster is not over and their ordeals continue to call for compassion and effective assistance, it is our hope that this Supplemental Issue will contribute knowledge and policies that will contribute to their health and well-being.
In a small way, this Supplemental Issue is a gesture of the solidarity with, and compassion toward, those who suffered from this unfortunate disaster, by the public health professional community across Asia-Pacific region.
